
Short Summary

Authorities detained prominent artist and activist Ai Weiwei on April 3, 2011, at the Beijing Capital International Airport. At the time, authorities failed to notify Ai's family of the detention or 
his whereabouts. They said he was suspected of economic crimes. His wife, Lu Qing, was allowed to visit him on May 15 at the secret location where he was being held in or near Beijing 
(AP, 16 May 11). On June 22, 2011, Beijing public security officials released Ai on bail pending trial (Xinhua, 22 June 11). Ai is known both for his artwork, including his help with the 
Olympic Bird's Nest stadium, and his outspoken political activism, including keeping track of lawyers, bloggers, and activists swept up in the most recent crackdown. In 2009, he was beaten 
while trying to attend the trial of earthquake activist Tan Zuoren. In 2010, his Shanghai art studio was demolished and authorities briefly confined him to his home to prevent him from 
commemorating the event.
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Issue Category spch/assoc

Main Name Ai Weiwei

Chinese Characters 
(Main Name)

艾未未

Alternate Name 
(Lay or Pen)

Additional Name(s) 艾神, Aishen
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Ethnic Group

Sex M

Age At Detention 53

Occupation artist (unspec.)

Affiliation FAKE Design

Residence Province

Residence Prefecture

Residence County

Beijing Shi (prov.)

Beijing Shi Muni. Urb. 
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Chaoyang Dist.

Religion
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Beijing Shi (prov.)
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(na)
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(na)
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Appeal Ruling 
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