
Short Summary

Gao Zhisheng has represented numerous activists and religious groups. On October 18, 2005, Gao wrote an open letter exposing torture of Falun Gong practitioners. On November 4, 
officials closed his law firm and began a harassment campaign against Gao, his family, and associates. Authorities abducted Gao on August 15, 2006, and arrested him on September 21. 
He was convicted on December 22 of "inciting subversion of state power" and sentenced to 3 years in prison, suspended for 5 years. After Gao sent an open letter to the U.S. Congress in 
September 2007, he was taken away by public security, and tortured for over 50 days. Gao disappeared on February 4, 2009, into official custody. On March 28, 2010, Gao contacted his 
family, associates, and news outlets for the first time since his disappearance. In March and April 2010, he gave several interviews, during which he reportedly appeared under 
surveillance. In April 2010, Gao again disappeared. In December 2011, a Beijing court revoked his parole, ordering him to begin serving his 3-year sentence. In March 2012, RFA (March 
28, 2012) reported that Gao visited with family, confirming for the first time in nearly 2 years that he was alive.

Personal Details

CECC Record 
Number

2005-00291

DETDetention Status

Issue Category rol/spch/FG/civil

Main Name Gao Zhisheng

Chinese Characters 
(Main Name)

高智晟

Alternate Name 
(Lay or Pen)

Additional Name(s)

Pinyin Name

Ethnic Group Han

Sex M

Age At Detention 42

Occupation lawyer

Affiliation

Residence Province

Residence Prefecture

Residence County

Beijing Shi (prov.)

Beijing Shi Muni. Urb. 
Area (pref.)

Chaoyang Dist.

Religion

Imprisonment or Detention Details

Date of Detention 2006/08/15

Current Prison Shaya Prison

Sentence Length  (Years) 3

Sentence Length  (Months)

Sentence Length  (Days)

Province  Where 
Imprisoned (or Detained)

Xinjiang Uyghur Auto. 
Region

Prefecture  Where 
Imprisoned (or Detained)

Akesu [Aksu] Pref.

County  Where 
Imprisoned (or Detained)

Shaya Cty.

Sentence Length  (Weeks)

Legal Process

Trial Court

Sentence Court

Appeal Ruling 
Court

Appeal Court

Sent. Ends Per PRC

Charge (Statute)

Beijing No. 1 Intermediate People's Court

Formal Arrest Date

Trial Date

2006/12/22Sentence Date

Appeal Date

Appeal Ruling Date

Actual Date Released

chg/tri-close/sent-suspend

Legal Process
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