
Short Summary

Legal advocate Chen Guangcheng drew international attention in 2005 to population planning abuses in Linyi city, Shandong province. Shandong authorities placed Chen under residential 
surveillance on September 6, 2005, and arrested him on June 21, 2006. On August 24, the Yinan County People's Court sentenced Chen to 4 years, 3 months in prison for "intentional 
destruction of property" and "gathering people to disturb traffic order." The appeals court ordered a retrial; on December 1, the Yinan court upheld the judgment. Authorities released Chen 
on September 9, 2010, and took him to his Dongshigu village home. Official harassment, surveillance, and abuse of the family continued, according to a video Chen and his wife Yuan 
Weijing released (CAA, 9 Feb 11). Officials reportedly beat Chen and Yuan at least twice following the video's release (CAA, 27 Oct 11). Chen reportedly escaped illegal home confinement 
in April 2012, sheltered in the U.S. Embassy in Beijing until May 2, then received medical care at a Beijing hospital until May 19 when Chen left China for the U.S. with his wife and two 
children (NYT, 19 May 12).
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Main Name Chen Guangcheng

Chinese Characters 
(Main Name)

陈光诚

Alternate Name 
(Lay or Pen)

Additional Name(s)

Pinyin Name

Ethnic Group Han

Sex M

Age At Detention 34

Occupation

Affiliation

Residence Province

Residence Prefecture

Residence County

Shandong Province

Linyi Shi (pref.)

Yinan Cty.

Religion

Imprisonment or Detention Details

Date of Detention 2006/06/10

Current Prison Linyi Prison

Sentence Length  (Years) 4

Sentence Length  (Months)

Sentence Length  (Days)

3

Province  Where 
Imprisoned (or Detained)

Shandong Province

Prefecture  Where 
Imprisoned (or Detained)

Linyi Shi (pref.)

County  Where 
Imprisoned (or Detained)

Linyi Shi Muni. Urb. 
Area (cty.)

Sentence Length  (Weeks)

Legal Process

Trial Court

Sentence Court

Appeal Ruling 
Court

Appeal Court

Sent. Ends Per PRC

Charge (Statute)

Yinan County People's Court

Yinan County People's Court

Linyi Intermediate People's Court

2010/09/09

Formal Arrest Date 2006/06/21

2006/11/27Trial Date

2006/12/01Sentence Date

Appeal Date

Appeal Ruling Date 2007/01/12

Actual Date Released 2010/09/09

chg/tri-close?/sent-close?/rel

CL97-art291/CL97-art275
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